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 The 2013 State Tax and Regulatory Reform Legislative Priorities 
NAIOP of North Carolina supports legislative efforts to reform the state’s tax and regulatory structure in order to spur 

growth and make the state more competitive in attracting and retaining private sector investment.  The legislation 
should be developed and implemented in a prudent and sound manner that ensures meaningful reform is achieved. 

 

STATE TAX REFORM 

 NAIOP supports creating a more competitive environment for economic development by lowering the corporate 
and personal income  tax rates and creating a broader tax base.  

 We believe any system of taxation must have a high level of transparency so tax payers can see the direct benefit of 
expended tax dollars. 

 NAIOP would support, and could partially fund, a non-partisan study conducted by of academic s and/or policy 
experts to evaluate the costs and benefits of any new state tax structure. 

 We strongly support the collection of existing sales and user taxes already owed under current law to state and local 
governments for internet transactions (E-Fairness).  The General Assembly must lLeveling the playing field in order 
to will ensure that “brick and mortar” retailers and other local businesses are not put at a competitive 
disadvantage.  According to tThe National Conference of State Legislatures,  estimates that the state lost will lose 
$436.5 million in revenues owed for FY12. According to the National Conference of State Legislatures, the state lost 
$436.5 million in revenues owed for FY12. 2012. 2012. 

 We are concerned that about new taxes on services or transactions could have serious negative consequences on 
local economies for municipalities, and drive near the state lines driving small businesses out-of-state state(e.g. NC 
beaches, Mecklenburg County). 

 

 
REGULATORY REFORM 

 NAIOP supports rulemaking and regulatory reform legislation that includes a sunset provision requiring a periodic 
review of all agency rules with the intent to repeal or amend outdated, repetitive or unnecessary rules; and 
enhanced jurisdiction to give the Rules Reform Commission authority to refer rules back to the legislature for review 
when it is readily apparent that there are issues bearing consideration. 

 NAIOP supports an; and enhanced review of  “substantial economic impact” analysis as part of the rulemaking 
review process conducted by state agencies, departments and commissions.RRC. 

  

 We would like to see the General Assembly take steps to rein in local governments that are exceeding their 
statutory authority. The recent NC Supreme Court ruling invalidating the Cabarrus County APFO fee sets a strong 
judicial precedent limiting local authority to that which has been explicitly granted by the General Assembly. 

 We support careful evaluation of duplicative and conflicting policies created by both local municipalities (e.g. PCCO 
and tree ordinance and zoning),  and, and state organizations such as DENR and NCDOT.  NAIOP is willing to offer 
assistance in identifying these policies as we may see in the real estate industry.  

  
 

INFRASTRUCTURE AND TRANSPORTATION FUNDING 
Facing increased pressure to replace disappearing federal funds for road and transit projects, the fiscal strain on local 
governments will make it difficult for new infrastructure to be funded with existing tax revenue, and the recent failure in 
Atlanta of a regional referendum for a Special-Purpose Local Option Sales Tax (T-SPLOST) reflects the challenge of asking 
the public to spend more on much-needed transportation projects.  

 NAIOP represents the interests of 15,000 commercial real estate professionals 
throughout North America. NAIOP is the leading organization for developers, 
owners and related professionals in office, industrial and mixed-use real estate, 
with three (3) North Carolina chapters with over 300 members.  NAIOP advances 
responsible commercial real estate development and advocates for effective 
public policy. 
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 NAIOP supports tying funding to specific funding infrastructure projects.  For North Carolina to keep pace with our 
regional competitors (e.g. Atlanta, and Nashville), the state will need to allocate an increasingly larger share of 
funding for critical transportransportation investments like the widening of overly congested roads, approved 
approval of  toll roads and&and light rail projects. 

  
 NAIOP supports  localsupports local effort s to adopt a temporary ½ cent sales tax increase to fund expansions of 

commuter rail and bus transit services, along with long term feasibility studies on light rail alternatives. 

 NAIOP supports the renewal of Special Assessment District authority legislation set to expire July of 2013 which .at 
the end of 2012this year.  This legislation providesprovidesing an innovative financing tool for public infrastructure 
improvements associated with large development projects.  

 

OTHER 
  

 NAIOP supports the revitalization of the state's economy through a fair and competitive process that creates a level 
playing field for all prospective developers and service providers.  The revision of master plans by local governing 
entities, such as the Research Triangle Park Board, must be transparent and unbiased and entail input from the local 
development and business community.. The revision of master plans by local governing entities, must be 
transparent, unbiased and entail input from the local development and business community. 

 NAIOP supports  property tax legislation for shovel ready jobsites that allows for the pre-zoning and installation of 
horizontal infrastructure (roads, water and sewer) for of sites with “prime” economic development potential 
without triggering an increase in property tax valuation and without expense to local governments.  
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